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HNDs and Don’ts: 
Demystifying Higher 
National Diplomas 
Around the World

April 21, 2026 @ 5-5:50pm



Higher National Diplomas are offered around 
the world, but they don’t always mean the 
same thing. This session will introduce these 
oft -confusing credentials, including 
admission requirements, standard program 
lengths, and opportunities for further study. 
Despite a shared colonial past, their 
variability requires a nuanced evaluation 
based on specific country contexts. 
Participants will gain an understanding of 
the differences between HNDs and how 
those may influence equivalence decisions.

Learning Outcomes:
- Understand the variable role of Higher 

National Diplomas worldwide
- Use qualification frameworks and 

other tools to assess and place Higher 
National Diploma holders

- Appreciate the historical context of 
these credentials and their 
development
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What is a 
Higher National Diploma? A 2-3 year post -secondary degree in an 

applied field that follows high school or 
a national diploma.

Post-Secondary

Employment
Community College

Vocational
Associate’s Degree

United Kingdom
Technician

Short-Cycle
Polytechnic

External Exams

Ghana

British-based

Nigeria

2-3 Years
Validation

BTEC

Transnational



Country 
Profiles



First Introduced: 1920s
Oversight: Ofqual
Admission Requirement: 
Level 3 (A-levels or Diploma)
Length: 2 years
NQF Level: Level 5 
(RQF/CQFW)
Pathways: Direct entry into 
3rd year of bachelor studies

In the UK, a HND is equivalent to the first 
two years of university study.

United Kingdom

England, Wales, 
& N. Ireland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First offered in the 1920s for Engineering (Mechanical and Electrical) and expanded to Building and Commerce in the 1930s. 

In 1973/74, TEC and BEC were established, and they merged in 1984 to form BTEC. The founding of BTEC also signalled the end of ONC and OND, which were the technical qualifications that provided access to HNC/HND programs up until the mid 80s.



https://www.gov.uk/find-a-regulated-qualification


Sample Document

England

1974 Higher National Diploma 
in Applied Biology
(issued by the Department of 
Education and Science)



England

1988 BTEC 
Higher 
National 
Diploma in 
Business and 
Finance / 
Notification of 
Performance



First Introduced: Mid-1920s
Oversight: Qualifications 
Scotland(formerly SQA)
Admission Requirement: 
‘National 5’ Subject Passes
Length: 2 years
NQF Level: SCQF Level 8
Pathways: Direct entry into 
3rd year of bachelor studies

Scotland

United Kingdom

https://accreditation.qualifications.gov.scot/accreditation/Qualifications/Accreditation_Qualification_Search
https://accreditation.qualifications.gov.scot/accreditation/Qualifications/Accreditation_Qualification_Search


Sample Document

Scotland 

2023 SQA Higher National 
Diploma in Fitness Health and 
Exercise
(soon to change!)

Current Scottish HNDs only have a single graded unit 
(with a letter grade of A, B, or C awarded to that single 
unit), but the next generation of Scottish HNDs will be 
“graded across the Group Award as a whole” in order to 
“differentiate learner performance,” “motivate learning 
across the whole Group Award,” and “reward sustained 
effort.”



First Introduced: 1999
Oversight: MINESUP
Admission Requirement: A 
Levels or Baccalauréat (13 
years of primary/secondary)
Length: 2 years
NQF Level: N/A
Pathways: 1 year top-up 
Bachelor’s degree
Other: Francophone 
equivalent BTS from 1993

Dual Anglophone and Francophone system -
Francophone equivalent is Brevet de 

Technicien Supérieur (Higher Technician 
Diploma)

Cameroon
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https://minesup.gov.cm/


Cameroon
2023 Higher National Diploma in 
Accountancy and Success 
Testimonial/Transcript



First Introduced: 1970s
Oversight: NBTE
Admission Requirement: 
National Diploma (2 years 
postsecondary)
Length: 2 years
NQF Level: Vocational Level 6 
(of 9) NSQF
Pathways: Postgraduate 
Diploma or top-up to 
Bachelor’s (1 year)
Other: offered at polytechnics

Nigeria

https://web.nbte.gov.ng/node/114


Nigeria

1999 Higher National Diploma 
in Business Administration and 
Management



Sample Document

Nigeria

2024 Statement of Result for 
the Higher National Diploma in 
SLT (Chemistry) 



Nigeria

Transcript 
of 
Academic 
Records



First Introduced: mid-1990s
Oversight: CTVET(formerly 
COTVET and NABPTEX)
Admission Requirement: 
WASSCE or National 
Certificate Level II
Length: 3 years
NQF Level: Vocational Level 5 
(of 8) NTVETQF
Pathways: Top-up Bachelor’s 
degree in a related field in 2-3 
years (admission to 200 or 
300 level)

Ghana

Presenter Notes
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first grads should be in 1997�-COTVET and NABPTEX merged into CTVET in 2020

https://ctvet.gov.gh/


Ghana

1999 NABPTEX Higher National 
Diploma in Purchasing and 
Supply

Presenter Notes
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Compare and contrast



Ghana

Academic Transcript



Ghana

2021 NABPTEX Higher National 
Diploma in Statistics
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Ghana

Transcript 
of 
Academic 
Records



Sample Document

Ghana

2022 CTVET Higher National 
Diploma in Secretaryship and 
Management Studies



Ghana

Transcript



First Introduced: 2001
Oversight: NCTVE (formerly 
NCTVA)
Admission Requirement: 
(Ordinary) (National) Diploma 
(2 years postsecondary)
Length: 1-2 years
NQF Level: N/A (in progress)
Pathways: Top-up Bachelor’s 
degree in a related field in 2-3 
years (admission to 200 or 
300 level)
Other: offered at polytechnics

Sierra Leone
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The National Council for Technical, Vocational and Other Awards Act, 2001 (NCTVA)
The National Council for Technical and Vocational Education Act, 2025 (NCTVE) - NO WEBSITE OR ONLINE PRESENCE YET 
National Technical Certificate - NTC (1 year) > OND (1 year) > HND



Sierra Leone

2005 NCTVA Higher National 
Diploma in Accounting and 
Finance



Sierra Leone

2017
Higher National Diploma in 
Accounting and Finance



Sierra Leone

Transcript



First Introduced: 1980’s
Oversight: HEXCO
Admission Requirement: 
National Diploma (2 years 
postsecondary)
Length: 1 year
NQF Level: TVET Level 6 (out 
of 10) of the ZNQF
Pathways: Entry to Level 7 
Bachelor of Technology

Zimbabwe

https://mhtestd.gov.zw/


Zimbabwe

2019 
Higher 
National 
Diploma in 
Civil 
Engineering 



First Introduced: HND in 
Commerce 1947, HND in 
Engineering in 1986
Oversight: SLIATE
Admission Requirement: 
GCE Advanced Level
Length: 2 years
NQF Level: SLQF Level 4
Pathways: Direct entry into 
2nd year of bachelor studies
Other: also known as National 
Diploma

Sri Lanka

http://www.sliate.ac.lk/


Sri Lanka

2015 Higher National Diploma 
in Business Administration



Sri Lanka

Statement 
of Result



Additional HND 
Challenges
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First Introduced: 1980’s, 
Technikons Act of 1993
Admission Requirement: 
(National) Senior Certificate or 
prior TVET credential
Length: 1-3 years, depending 
on admission
NQF Level: before NQF
Other: no longer offered under 
NHD name

South Africa

National Higher Diploma not 
Higher National Diploma

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SAF is, and was, a hot mess.



Sample Document

South Africa

1994 National Higher Diploma 
in Meteorology

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Technikon Pretoria



South Africa

Academic Transcript

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Technikon Pretoria became Tshwane University of Technology



Oversight: Pearson BTEC
Admission Requirements:
(may differ by country)
Length: 2 years
NQF Level: RQF Level 5

Pathways: IT DEPENDS

Transnational programs through the British 
system are some of the most common HNDs.

England -
Transnational

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html


England/ 
Jordan

2024 
BTEC Level 
5 Higher 
National 
Diploma in 
Business 
(HRM)



England/Sri Lanka

2019 CQHE Level 5 Higher 
National Diploma in Business 
Management

Who has oversight here? 
Are they recognized in England?
What about in Sri Lanka?

Presenter Notes
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CQHE isn't in Sri Lanka
https://nvq.gov.lk/Insreg_Home/Insreg_Institute_Select_Search.php
https://www.ugc.ac.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2466%3Adegree-awarding-status-gr…
https://www.ugc.ac.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2464%3Adegree-awarding-status-gr…
UK
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation



Final Thoughts

To evaluate HND programs around the 
world, you need to ask yourself the follow 
questions.

● Who has  ove rs ight  ove r tha t  s e ctor 
within the  country?

● Whe re  is  the  HND on the  country NQF?
● Is  the  s chool/program  re cognize d?
● What  was  the  adm is s ion re quire m e nt?
● How long was  the  program ? 
● What  doe s  it  a llow s tude nts  to  do ne xt  

in the ir country?
● Who is  re spons ible  for docum e nta t ion?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Did we miss anything?



Q & A
And thank you for attending!
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