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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Attendees will develop a more comprehensive understanding of the

different kinds of 3-year degrees that international students possess.
Attendees will be able to better understand how they can approach different 3-year

degrees and how they relate with a country's education system vs the US system.

Attendees will engage in active discussion regarding how their

institutions would/should handle 3-year degree programs.
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Discussion Question 1:

Fill in the blank:

“My admissions office accepts [BLANK] 3-year degrees for graduate
admissions.”

1) ANY
2) SOME
3) NO
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US

From Inside Higher Ed: A New Push to Create a 3-Year Degree Option (soft-ish paywall)

‘*Exploring three-year degrees as an option for cost-effectiveness.

From Business Insider: Gen Z is the New Threat to the American College Experience
(paywall)

*»*Could reducing the total years of study increase the Gen Z enrollment numbers?
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https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/11/09/colleges-explore-new-three-year-bachelor%E2%80%99s-degree-program?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=09c6099bc5-DNU_2021_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-09c6099bc5-234720885&mc_cid=09c6099bc5&mc_eid=593b9c870e
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/11/09/colleges-explore-new-three-year-bachelor%E2%80%99s-degree-program?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=09c6099bc5-DNU_2021_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-09c6099bc5-234720885&mc_cid=09c6099bc5&mc_eid=593b9c870e
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/11/09/colleges-explore-new-three-year-bachelor%E2%80%99s-degree-program?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=09c6099bc5-DNU_2021_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-09c6099bc5-234720885&mc_cid=09c6099bc5&mc_eid=593b9c870e
https://www.businessinsider.com/gen-z-value-of-college-higher-education-student-debt-tuition-2023-12
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US

* Northwood University Makes History with One of Nation’s First 3-Year Bachelor’s Degrees.

Bachelor of Applied Science in Cybersecurity is a groundbreaking 90-credit
degree that delivers bachelor’s-level outcomes with greater flexibility and a faster
path to the workforce

“Students selecting this program will decrease time-to-completion, with a curriculum focused on
application,” explained Professor Sanford, who chairs Northwood’s Management Information Systems
program. “The Bachelor of Science in Information Systems and Cybersecurity (120 hours) will continue to
serve as a traditional pathway to prepare graduates for advanced degrees and to further customize and
diversify their skillsets.”
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https://www.northwood.edu/news/northwood-university-makes-history-with-one-of-nations-first-3-year-bachelors-degrees/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.northwood.edu/news/northwood-university-makes-history-with-one-of-nations-first-3-year-bachelors-degrees/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.northwood.edu/news/northwood-university-makes-history-with-one-of-nations-first-3-year-bachelors-degrees/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.northwood.edu/news/northwood-university-makes-history-with-one-of-nations-first-3-year-bachelors-degrees/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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US

* Reducing credit load from 120 to 90 credits (for most fields).

e Refining the curriculum by reducing certain requirements and
enhancing the focus on what is required for the degree.

* Grants access to workforce, but could they grant access to graduate
programs one day?
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Discussion Question 2:

“Now that there are universities in the US offering 3-year degrees,
my office will likely update its admissions policies.”

1) TRUE
2) FALSE
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Discussion Question 3:

“At which percentage of commonality would your office accept 3-
yvear US bachelor’s degrees equally as much as 4-year degrees?”

1) <=25%
2) ~50%
3) >=75%
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UK

 Typically requires completion of at least 3 Advanced Level (A-level)
exams.

* Can be 4 years if students enroll without A-levels, but this is not as
common.

* Three years, typically situated at UK NQF Level 6.

* Grants access to masters/postgraduate/Level 7 programs.
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Australia, New Zealand, South Africa

* Each country follows their own respective NQF systems.
»And, within each NQF, there are individual levels for “ordinary” bachelor’s degrees and “honors”
bachelor’s degrees.

* Ordinary bachelor’s degrees, unlike their honors counterparts, seldomly grant access to master’s
programs.
»However, in Australia, there appears to be an emergence of selective master’s programs that
allow the ordinary bachelor’s degree for admission.

* Majority of ordinary degrees are 3 years.

* |[n South Africa, there were once ordinary degrees that were 4 years (mainly in education).
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Discussion Question 4:

“My office does not care about NQF levels—we only care about
years.”

1) TRUE
2) FALSE
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SYDNEY

Vi anly for e on My e See Nips. i myeuats. o<k aufreceaing documents/ for more

OFFICIAL ACADEMIC RECORD

THE UNIVERSI

SYDNEY

OFFICIAL ACADEMIC RECORD

COURSE EISTORY 2010 Bachelor of Health Sciences

9 g
IHE UNIVERSITY OF
Details of Bachelor of Bealth Sciences

2009 Bachelor of Health Sciences
Grade Marks HSBH30
WORK2
: “ 0.0 WORK22

o

6.
6.

THE UNIVERSITY OF

SYDNEY

Details of Graduate Diploma in Public Health

2011 Graduate Diploma in Public Health OFFICIAL ACADEMIC RECORD

rage Marks

. - - - » Grade Marks
Ps 59.0 6.0 A
;;; CR 70.0 2.0 o
g o s in Public cR f;o .
Intensive March
UBHS030 3 CR 668.0 2.0
Sachelor Of Health Sciences s mm i o i
Ma : :' r :—‘:Q :: l : n S': 1 e: ': .': E ; Professor Joanne Wright o
TP 4 Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education)
MJ | < r 4 [ 4y ! 2 .’13 3 .‘.n‘er‘ '_ Continued on the following page. a : 2 F g
' - "‘ r. r o " ’- o - s o l-".‘ I‘ d oo ;h Entries below this
3 | d » .
s dy o o acarr S e AL A e e o L — T T T T T T — 11ne are
THE UNIVERSITY OF
Master of Public Health CVDINEY
Conferred on 10 May 2013 Final result: Pass s
COURSE HISTORY
Details of Bachelor of Health Sclences
2008 Bachelor of Health Sciences
End of T:ausr_‘z‘_pt. ?Jj'_‘ Jor i
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Bachelor of Health Sciences

3 years full-time (4 years honours)
UAC Code: 512670

UAC fee code: 522670
CRICOS code: 040251E

Online enguiries

The Bachelar of Health Sciences is designed to provide you with flexibility and choice.

The Bachelor of Health Sciences provides a broad understanding of health care and a foundation in the
biological sciences including human biochemistry, anatomy and physiology.

You hawve the option of specialising by choosing one of the specialist streams to gain skills in a specific

area. Specizalist streams begin in Year 2 and all students complete a comman first year, so you will have
plenty of time to think about the path you want to pursue.
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Unit of study Unit of study name Credit point (CP) Total credit

Course structure code value points

Semester 1 - 24 credit points

Enrolling students are required to complete a total of 48 credit points by the end of the coursework
program in order to satisfy MPH degree regulations. These can be studied on a full-time or part-time
basis, however, if you are an international student on a student visa you will need to study full-time, to PUBH5010 Epidemiology Methods and Uses 5CP
satisfy the conditions of yvour visa.

Core compulsory units of sfuay

PUBHS013 niroductory Biostatistics G6CP
How do the changes to MPH affect current Public Health students? PUBH5030 Eﬂ';ﬁz.%ii"" Achievements and 2CP
. _ - . . PUBHS031* niroductory Qualitative Methods 2CP
In 2010, the total of 48 credit points includes:
. . . . . PLEBH5032 Making_Deci Public Healt 2CF
« 28 credit points of compulsory core units of study - which provide you with the basic knowledge ’ B
and skills for practice as a public health professional, AND PUBH5033 Eﬁfj{fﬁci’“e“m“ and Health 5CP
» 20 credit points of elective units of study - where you can specialise within an area appropriate »
to vour career interests, or select units from a number of areas
All core units of study are offered in Semester 1, apart from the Capstone, which is offered in
) . i ) Semester 2 - 24 credit points
Semester 2. Most elective units are offered in Semester 2.
Core unit of study
Mote that you may commence your studies mid-year - that is, at the beginning of Semester 2 ,
_ _ _ FUEBHS5034 Public Healih capstone 4CF
However you will have missed core concepts and content from Semester 1 and will have a reduced
choice of electives, as some of these have Core unit pre-reguisites. Elective units of study
_ o A choice of elective units of study
The table below summarses the course structure and requirements for the MPH program. NOTE -
this fable is based on enrolment a8 a full-time student. 24
Total credit points: 48

NAFSA: ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS




NAFSA

REGION YV

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal

* India has both 3-year BA/BSc/BCom/BBA/BCA degrees and 4-year B.Tech., B.E., and honors
degrees—they all grant access to master’s programs.
**And there’s 3-year post-bachelor’s degrees like the LLB!

* Pakistan used to operate 2-year bachelor (pass) degrees along with 3-year honors programs. Most
universities are now offering 4-year programs.

* Bangladesh followed a similar path as Pakistan, phasing out their pass degrees at a later point.
e Both pass and honors degrees would grant access to master’s programs, and those master’s

degrees could grant access to 16-year admission requirement master’s programs.

* Nepal also had a 2-year bachelor’s degree but phased theirs out in 1997.
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Discussion Question 5:

“In my office, a 1- to 2-year master’s degree following a 3-year
bachelor’s degree is considered equivalent to a bachelor’s
degree ONLY.”

1) TRUE
2) FALSE
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Mexico and Dominican Republic

* Licentiate (Licenciado/a) programs are 4 to 6 years, depending on the field of
study.

* Some schools in each country operate according to “quartermesters”
(cuatremesteres).
 Students will complete back-to-back four-month terms, in just three years
time.

* Schools in the Dominican Republic will have established credit totals for their
programs. 3- and 4-year programs will sometimes have similar totals.
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Dominican Republic Case
TOTALES FINALES
Titulo que se Otorga Licenciado (a) en Educacion
Mencion Educacion Inicial
Total de Créditos 188
Total de Horas 2.820
Total de Horas Teéricas 168x15= 2,775
Total de Horas Practicas 40/2x15=300
UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA Total de Asignaturas 9 -
SANTO DOMINGO Graduadode:  LICENCIADO (A) EN EDUCACION MENCION EDUCACION INICIAL
Créditos de le Carrerz 165 & =
CAL Cal
Créditos Examen de Nivel 0
I’.dicen_c,iatgaa en _E,dui:a.ci_c'n} Créditos Cursados 149 CR Cré
encion Educacion Inicia g
: Zac:u_ltaTdodie E;Iucl::agitt’:_n Lsscgetl?ddeHEducCacignéd_‘ Créditos Convalidados o%, L g4
eyenda = leorica ¥ = Fraclica = Jolal ae noras U = Gredinos .
Cadigo de la Carrera 3211202 2014-2 | V-1-5 mw o 4

*155 credits
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Brazil

* Bachelor’s (Bacharel) degrees are usually 4 to 6 years.

* Some fields, such as Civil Aviation, tend to only have 3-year options at
universities that are authorized to offer this major.

* There are other programs that can have seven semesters (3.5 years)

* e-MEC will have information on most programs, including length.

NAFSA: ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS


https://emec.mec.gov.br/emec/nova
https://emec.mec.gov.br/emec/nova
https://emec.mec.gov.br/emec/nova
https://emec.mec.gov.br/emec/nova
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DETALHES ATO REGULATORIO PROCESS035 E-MEC OCORRENCIAS

@ DETALHES DA IES

(466 UNIVERSIDADE ANHEMBI MORUMBI - UAM
(Codigo) Nome da IES: Em supervisdo - Procedimento Sancionador sem Medida Cautelar: Portariz n? 2358, des 08/08/2023- DOU 08/08/2023, Situacdo: Ativa

2t 19 Portaris n® 195 de 21/05/2024- DO 22/05/2024, st 10
= e o AT LN 1Y e Aty WS 2L T et o oy ' s = LSSy O L .

@ RELACAO DE CURSOS

51249 Presencial Bacharelado AVIACAD CIVIL SP S&o Paulo
116418 Presencial Bacharelado AVIAGAO CIVIL SP S&o Paulo - - 5 - 6
Registro(s): 1 a 2de 2 1w Paginaldel 20 W

@ DETALHES DO CURSO - (51249) Bacharelado em AVIACAO CIVIL

- . - . Matutino - 6 semestres
(51249) Bacharelado Educacdo Presencial 12/02/2001 - Mo 2500 horas
Moturno - & semestres

Alexandre Faro Kaperaviczus Em atividade 400

NAFSA: ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS




NAFSA

REGION YV

Israel

* There are 3-year and 4-year degrees.
* The secondary maturity exam (Bagrut) does not grant any advanced
standing for entry into 3-year programs.

* 3-year degrees are considered equally viable for graduate admissions,
despite a shorter length. Credit load is typically on-par with four-year
programs.
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Discussion Question 6:

“How does your office determine if a 3-year program is
‘equivalent’ or ‘comparable to’ a full US bachelor’s
degree?”
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LINGNAN COLLEGE
HONG KONG

i
it
a o} qqlv'%
N5

This is to certify that ﬂﬁ
has fulfilled the requirements I ; i’ﬁ
and passed the prescribed examinations of F > 1k
a three-year full-time programme in 4] S B i, =
Company Secretaryship and Administration ZE B A 1%
in the Faculty of Business —+ . s 3 * 17 P E__i?
of the College -— = AR AKX = Eﬁ & )\ —
and is hereby awarded this A A %—_ : i
HONOURS DIPLOMA g o E ; i o
(CREDIT) 3 : =
Given under our hands | B ' & W H 2 PR e
this seventeenth day of November - yrzE
One Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-four z ;’z ;? 2 i
% W A H #F
5 B
Py i =
e ‘: -
¥ &
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REGIONYV
IRANSCRIFI
Name Allendance : 1 0ct 1991 10 31 Aug 1994
Student No. Study Programme  : Company Secretaryship and Administration
HKID Card No. : Concentration : XXXKXX
Level . Honours Diploma Programme Duration: 3 Years
Department . Accounting & Finance Mode of Attendance : Full-ime THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
Faculty . Business Higher Diploma conferred on @ X00(XXX
Honours Diploma conferred on 17 Nov 1994 Lingnan was retited from College to University foliowing the enactment of the Lingnan

ANl Degree conferred on » - 300000 University Ordinance in July 1999 by the Govemment. Formerly, in September 1979, the

e —— e — College adopted the 2.2 1 system  The first part of this system consisted of the 'wo-year
gvanced Level Programme in preparation for the Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination
Year 3 and Year 4 leading o the award of the Lingnan Higher Diploma, formed the second
partof the system. The third part was Year S, leading 1o the award of the Honours Diploma. In
Seplember 1988, the 2.2 1 System was abolished by admitting students only to three-year
Honours Diploma Programmes. The Advanced Level Programme was completely phased out
by the end of the acadamic year 1988-89. From Seplember 1989, Diploma Programme
studerts have Deen classifiad as First Year, Sacond Year and Third Year instead of Year 3,
Yoar 4 and Year 5 In 1991-82, Degree Programmes were launchad Degree Programme
students are classified as First Year, Second Year and Third Year

PIER 1998 Hong Kong:

programs in Chinese and Business m:!minjsu'ati‘un.ﬂl:]’ntil the *1?911'95 acad;mi::-ytn}. stuﬁ:nm
holding diplomas could complete conversion programs to upgrade diplomas to degrees. Since

_ _ : ADVANCED LEVEL PROGRAMME (ended in 1988-89)
then, students are admitted only for degree programs. Currently Lingnan College relies on the Year 1
HKCAA for validation of its degree programs, but is moving in the direction of becoming a self- Year 2
accredited degree-granting institution.
gree-granting 7 HONG KONG ADVANCED LEVEL EXAMINATION
~
| DIPLOMA P?OGRAMMES DEGREE PROGRAMMES
Students admated Students aomitied
\ belore 168880 n 193889 and aher %0 1. 199192
Year 3 First Year First Year
Year 4 Second Year Second Year
HICHER DIPLOMA Thurd Year Third Year
Yeaar 5 . HONOURS DIPLOMA BACHELOR'S DEGREE
NAFSA: ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS HONOURS DIPLOMA
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Bonus Question:

“Hypothetical: if the US were to adopt a 3-year bachelor’s
degree as a universal standard, do you think your office
will accept 3-year non-bachelor’s degree diplomas for
graduate admissions?”
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Questions (for us)?
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Thank you!
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https://bit.ly/nafsasessioneval

Or SAVE LINK now
and EVALUATE later
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