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Agenda

Postsecondary level and associate’s and bachelor’s degrees in the
UsS

Common Examples: Indian Nursing Diploma, Chinese zhuanke
programs, Francophone Dipléme/Licence Professionnelle, and
Non-honors bachelor’s degrees from Australia, New Zealand, and

South Africa

Outlier examples with practice: CARICOM, Latin America (Brazil),
Ukraine, Vatican City



O scholaro

|. Postsecondary level
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Postsecondary:

- Postsecondary as defined by Merriam-Webster: “of,
relating to, or being education following secondary schoo

I”

- Federal regulation: a postsecondary institution is defined
as “an institution that provides education to students
beyond the secondary school level; secondary school level
means the educational level (not beyond grade 12) at
which secondary education is provided as determined
under State law.”?

- Benchmarking methodology

1. Cornell Law School “Electronic Code of Federal Requlations”



https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=c4469d9c4aec42fa7c9f025d8ae5b23d&term_occur=2&term_src=Title:34:Subtitle:A:Chapter:I:Part:99:Subpart:A:99.3
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Higher Education Act of 1965

SEC. 101. [20 U.S.C. 1001] GENERAL DEFINITION OF INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION.
(a) INsTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—For purposes of this

Act, other than title IV, the term “institution of higher education”
means an educational institution in any State that—

(1) admits as regular students only persons having a cer-
tificate of graduation from a school providing secondary edu-
cation, or the recognized equivalent of such a certificate, or

rsons who meet the requirements of section 484(d);

(2) 1s legally authorized within such State to provide a pro-
gram of education beyond secondary education;

(3) provides an educational program for which the institu-
tion awards a bachelor's degree or provides not less than a 2-
year program that is acceptable for full credit toward such a
degree, or awards a degree that is acceptable for admisszion to
a graduate or professional degree program, subject to review
and approval by the Secretary;

(4) 15 a public or other nonprofit institution; and

(5) 18 accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting
agency or association, or if not so accredited, is an institution
that has been granted preaccreditation status by such an agen-
3]’ or association that has been recognized by the Secretary for

e granting of preaccreditation status, and the Secretary has
determined that there is satisfactory assurance that the insti-
tution will meet the accreditation standards of such an agency
or association within a reasonable time,

Source: govinfo.gov



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-765/pdf/COMPS-765.pdf
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2. Determining the Program Level Represented on
U.S. Credentials: Benchmarking

Major ini Understanding
Methods for Evaluating Credentials Educational Pnr:;f;m Lova] Units and
. - Patt i

There are two methods for determining the atterns Credits
level of credential: year counting and
benchmarking. Calculating Grades ar_‘nd

Credits Gn::de Point

verage

When year counting, the years of education

reprcamtud by the crudcnha] are matched against what those years would represent in the United
States. For example a Baccalauréat from France is awarded after completion of 12 years of primary
and secondary school. In the United States, 12 years of primary and secondary represents
completion of high school. Therefore, followers of the year counting methodology would consider
a Baccalauréat comparable to a U.S. high school diploma

Benchmarking, on the other hand, involves reviewing the entrance requirements of the credential
as well as what the credential can lead to in the home country, such as employment or further
education. Benchmarks are important concepts for establishing basic levels of education across
and within educational systems. Benchmarks represent assumptions about minimum standards for
completion of a level of study.

The level at which an academic program is offered determines the anterior requirements for
admission, the access afforded its graduates determines its purpose; both of these factors influence
the program's content. You can more easily determine the content of a course taken by a student if
vou also know the level of the credential rather than solely by a detailed assessment of the
syllabus. Most evaluators use a combination of year counting and benchmarking,

Source: Foundations of International Education: Foreign Educational Credential Analysis (NAFSA, 2017)
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U.S. Associate’s Degree

- Merriam-Webster: “a degree that is given to a student who
has completed two years of study at a junior college,
college, or university in the U.S.”

- Although rare, some associate’s degree programs might be
three years full-time.

« This does not change the fact that an associate’s degree is the
specific credential awarded!

« Not considered a benchmark credential in the United
States.

« Can act as a terminal credential.

- Typically for employment purposes or pursuing further
higher education.



scholaro
Is an associate’s degree always two years?

. Although two years is the most common length,

there are some outlier programs that may exceed
this.

- Most associate’s degrees require a minimum of 60
credits.

- Except, for example, Portland Community College and
their Paralegal AAS program, with 90 credits.



https://www.pcc.edu/programs/paralegal/aas-paralegal/

U.S. Bachelor’s Degree

- Merriam-Webster: “a degree that is given to a student by a
college or university usually after four years of study.”

- |f the standard length for a U.S. bachelor’s degree is four
years, then what does that mean for three-year degrees?

- The minimum required total of credits for a four-year
bachelor’s degree is typically 120.

- Completion of a bachelor’s degree in the US can grant
access to graduate education.



Could a bachelor’s degree be three years in length?

- Some schools claim to offer short programs.

* A phrase often seen in advertisements: “Earn a bachelor’s degree in
as little as three years” — but is this true?

- |t depends on the total number of credits awarded.

- “Comparable to a bachelor’s degree” vs. “completion of
undergraduate coursework toward a bachelor’s degree”
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. Common Cases
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Indian Nursing Diplomas




Context

. Typically awarded by state nursing boards/councils or the
state directorate of medical education

* Final marks sheets from just the school would not be sufficient

- Admission requirement tends to be completion of
Standard XlI (Senior Secondary Certificate or equivalent)

e Always good to check because there exist nursing programs that require
Standard X (Secondary Certificate) and only grant access to the first year of
a BSc. in Nursing program.

« HEls in India offer a “Post-Basic” Bachelor of Science degree program
in Nursing for those who completed the three-year Nursing Diploma.
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CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS

Undergraduate certificate and diploma courses (or “graduate
certificates or diplomas” in traditional Indian terminology)
are available in a wide range of specialized or vocational
fields such as engineering and technology, teacher
education, nursing, ph;lrma{'}r, fnrﬂign languag:s, fine arts,
hotel management and business. The programs vary in
length from six months to three years. Entry is normally
based on the completion of either secondary school (Class
10) or higher secondary school (Class 12).

Certificate and diploma programs are provided not only
by universities and university afhliated colleges, bur also
by other institutions. For example, three-year diplomas in
a range of engineering and technological fields, with entry
usually based on the completion of secondary school, are
available at polytechnics. Certificate and diploma courses
in nursing and m.idwifer}r are mostly offered ar institutions

artached to hospitals.

Depending on the field of study, certificate or diploma holders
may be admitred into a bachelor’s degree program with
advanced standing. For example, an individual who holds a
three-year polytechnic diploma in engineering and technology
may be allowed lateral entry into the second year or third
semester of a bachelor’s degree program in the same field.
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'“x..____ﬁh_‘

DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION

Lefelofefelofololelole]

DIPLOMA IN NURSING / MIDWIFERY / PSYCHIATRIC NORIIJB. o ol

Victoria Hosoital 3 BANGALCRE 56002

S

This is to certify that Semt. / Sri

Son of / Deaughter of .. o RAS completed the Prescribed

Diploma. Course in General Nursing and Miduuifony / Pychatric Nursing in theoretical and
practical training as prescribed by 1. % C. from /=B =0IHM. 1, 31-8-1997
and has passed the Txamination q//”l(jm;/ﬁ?? with Register No

at School of Nursing.1-/M: 5’ g @:‘vmsz?iﬂﬁ (P)7d, Wm‘,.%vya&u .

s qualified to undertake the duties of Trained Nurse / Midauste / Psychiatric Nurse.

Hmﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁiﬁl‘.?ﬁﬁiﬂ!’ﬁﬁbﬁRli.ﬁ.’ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ.-

pededetefedededolololeRedel ol Lo Rt e e oo o TeLotogs]

r S—— B —
WA~
'\"s E.r.;'pf* ol : \ W I:l s sy )
= INDENT & LEPubY Liv il N irector of Medical Educa Chairman
wmmnmmmm m.:;:":f:lmpmin Nursing Karnataka State Diploma in Nursing
Examination Board. Bangalore ination Board : Schooi of Nursing ; Examination Board. Bangalore
vigtoria Hospital, BANGALORE-560 002 j
eieielololelelelo oo el delelolelel defelelololel ﬁmm
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Rajasthan Mursing @ounct

Diploma In
General Nursing & Midwifery

We, the member of the Rajasthan Nursing Council hereby

certify that—
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__ have undergone the
prescribed course for not less than—3Y2__years in Nursing of
, — Midwifery and Obstetrical

Men, Women, Children
Udaipu? Snst.

Nursing in a Duly Recognised Institution

Jfrom ____Jm__.——w___ﬂ!;___ﬂnd
having passed the prescribed examination held in— 2229
is granted this Diploma in General Nursing and
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Midwifery is qualified to practise as a

NURSE/MIDWIFE

She d honours at the
exami n
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Signed on behalf of the

Wh %) B2 (NE) Gieka) N

Rajasthan Nursing Council '
(1
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Associate’s or Incomplete Bachelor’s?

Could be interpreted as being equivalent to an
Associate of Applied Science degree in Nursing plus
one year of additional undergraduate coursework in
nursing.

Or....

Could be interpreted as being equivalent to
completion of three years of undergraduate
coursework toward a bachelor’s degree.



Tips and Tricks

. Always check the admission requirements—is
Standard X or Xll required for entry?

. If facing a post-Std. X nursing program,
differentiate secondary units from undergraduate
credits(like an engineering diploma)

. Consider the purpose for evaluating a nursing
diploma.

- Admissions into a bachelor’s degree program? Applying
for licensure?

. Check with your institution for equivalency
recommendations.
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Chinese zhuanke Programs
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Context

« Offered by both universities and colleges at the state or national level
* Programs are typically 3 years. There are also 2 and 2.5-year programs.
« Zhuanke is not a degree, but can be treated like one

* There exist “Top-up” programs for zhuanke graduates who enter a
benke program with advanced standing.

« TAICEP 2019 webinar indicates that zhuanke diplomas only grant
access to the 37 and 4" year of a benke.

* Consensus of attendees at this webinar: it is not recommended to admit those with
a zhuanke into graduate programs.

* Attendees also consider the zhuanke to be equivalent to an associates, but they do
not consider it the same thing as one.

« Upon graduation, students are awarded a Graduation Certificate (5= \I/
1IIF$5) and a corresponding transcript.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bi2WFEbfvUU
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Regular Institution of Higher Education
CERTIFICATE OF GRADUATION

This is to certify that born on was a student majoring in Nursing at
Huaibei Vocational & Technical College from September 2011 to July 2014, She has completed all the courses
prescribed in the three-year diploma program, passed all the examinations, and is granted graduation.

Institution Name: Huaibei Vocational & Technical College (Sealed) President: Wei Shimin (Signed)

Certificate No.: 109631201406000727 July 1, 2014

Verification Website of
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**Notice the Chinese character for “three years”
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Associate or Incomplete Bachelor’s?

- |t depends entirely on the field of study. If there exists an
associate’s degree in the same field in the US, then
equivalent to an associates.

- Otherwise, treated as an incomplete bachelor’s degree

- Not uncommon to see these paired with a top-up
bachelor’s degree for graduate admission

|

< In these situations, do you treat three years of
undergraduate coursework in a zhuanke as being
equivalent to two years of credit? Or award three years
of credit and then the total for their top-up (typically
two years)?



Francophone Diplome
Nationale/Licence Professionnelle



History and Context

- France and former colonial states follow a similar system,
based on legislation.

- Terminology tends to be very specific to legal standings.
- Schools in France can award a Diplome Nationale, which
may vary in length (Bac + 3, 4, or 5).

- The Professional Licentiate (Licence Professionnelle-Licence
Pro) is newer in France and tends to be geared more
toward vocational endeavors.

- Individual countries may have specific provisions in place
for their credentials, but they may also follow the specifics
of the French system, such as grading.



SChO | qaro Le systéme LMD et les dipldmes d’art et de design

-@—Doctorat

BTS : Brevet de Technicien Supérieur
DMA : Dipléme des Métiers d'Art
DNA : Dipléme National d'Art

DNMADE : Diplome National des
Métiers d'Art et du Design

* Source: https://ressources.campusfrance.org/esr/diplomes/fr/LMD _art_fr.pdf

Etablissements publics
Diplomes nationaux Diplémes d’établissement

Titres enregistrés au RNCP

8 ans 8 ans
7 ans Spécialisations 7 ans
en1,2ou3ans

6 ans 6 ans
@ Maatas DSAA DNSEP Niveau 1

5 ans RNCP 5 ans
@ iarss DNMADE DNA Niveau 2

3 ans RNCP 3 ans

DMA
2 ans BTS 2 ans
Baccalauréat Universités Ecoles Ecoles Etablissements privés
supérieures supérieures et consulaires
d'arts appliqués d’art

DSAA : Dipléme Supérieur des Arts Appliqués

DNSEP : Dipléme National Supérieur
d'Expression Plastique

28
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L'enseignement

Linfo nationale et régionale sur les formations et les métiers
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BM Avecundiplome| 2ans |« Apprentissage:CFA | «Insertion « Compétences techniques
Brevet de maitrise | de niveau IV professionnielle et de management de
m dans la l'entreprise
spécialité « Débouche sur la fonction de
chef dentreprise artisanale
« Plus de 60 spécialités
BTMS Avecundipldme |  2ans o Apprentissage:CFA | Insertion « Niveau de compétences
m Brevet technique | de niveau IV ou lycée (UFA") professionnelle élewé pour un nombre
des métiers dans la restreint de métiers
supérieur specialité « 3 spécialités
BTS/BTSA | fpris le bac 2ans |a Statut étudiant : lycée |« Insertion « Acquisition de compétences | Licence pro,
Brevet de technicien | (ou équivalent) « Apprentissage :CFA | professionnelle dans une spécialité pointue | écoles de
1 supérieur | lamée demised ou lycée (UFA") oPoursuite d'études |« Environ 130 spécialités | commerce ou
Brevet de technicien mﬁm d'ingénieurs,
supérieur agricole licence...
DMA  Aprésunbac 2ans | Statut étudiant lycée, | « Insertion « Allie création, tradition et | DSAA
Dipidime des métiers | STO2A, un BMA écoles nelle nouvelles technologies
m dart de la méme desarts appligués | o Poursuite d'études |« Formation d'assistants-
spécialité ou une « Apprentissage : CFA concepteurs
mise a niveau « 21 spécialités
DNAP  Aprésle bac 3ans  |oStatutétudiant: | alnsertion «Développe une attitude | DNSER,
Diplame national | (ou équivalent) Ecoles des Beauhrts | professionnelle critigue vis-3-vis de [art | licence darts
m darts plastiques oPoursuite d'études | o Laccent est mis sur Iaspect | plastiques
Options: Art, créatif
Communication,
Design
DUT Aprés le bac Zans e Statut Studiant, «Insertion « Viise la polyvalence dansun | Licence pre,
Dipléime universitaire | (ou équivalent) apprentissage : IUT professionnelle champ professionnel écoles de
m de technologie «Poursuite d'études | 44 spécialités commerce ou
diingénieurs,
licence...
DCG Aprés Je bac 3ans |eStatutétudiant: | Poursuite d'études | Premier niveau de fa filiere | DSCG, master
Diplémede | fou équivalent) Iycée, IUT, écoles ou | « Insertion expertise comptable {ou équivalent)
Ml comptabilité et de instituts... professionnelle « Confére le grade de licence
gestion « Apprentissage : CFA,
Iycée (UFA™), Ecoles ou
instituts...
DNAT Apriss le bac 3ans |« Statut Studiant - alnsertion o Parmet de se familiariser | DNSEP
Diplame national | (ou équivalent) €coles des Beawr-Arts nelle 4 diverses formes
darts et technigues « Poursuite d'études d'expressions artistiques.

Options : Design
despace, Design
de produits, Design
graphique

Formation d'assistants-
concepteurs
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REPUBLIOQUE FRANG CATISE

]!l-ﬂN[STERE DE L'EDUCATION NATIONALE, DE LA RECHERCHE ET DE LA TECHNOLOGIE
UNIVERSIT, E DE BESANCON 3 IUT DE BESANCON- FESOUL

DIPLOME UNIVERSITAIRE DE TECHNOLOGIE

.“ .
-
.

."‘

V‘lhrfe décret n® 34473 du 5 juillet :934 modifié relatif.

Vu\‘f‘hwété min!si'zng!a&,ﬁ}‘epl‘mbrz 1966 moq‘.-ﬁc :
mmmtmdamlogﬁ- S oy

- Vu des picces _,rm!‘;ﬁcaﬁvss pﬂﬁlmas a néle a (ALGERE;& envue d’c son Imcrgution au .DIPLdMI
"UNIVERSITAIRE DE TECHNOLOGIE quormﬁar&%mmmmw aption Information et Dﬂcume.nrarm J'Enbeprue

v les procés-verbaux a'ujwymm que l'intéressé %ﬁﬁﬁhﬂ au conirdle des connaissances et des apr.ﬁ'ﬂd;%; msuxgwprémpw lek textes régfmzmab’p:
le DIPLOME UNIVERSITAIRE DE TECHNOLOGIE JNFi ORMATION, COMMUNICATION, OFIWRMOM TION ET DGCUMA TTON D'ENTREPMSE

MAJF?EE Dw.. N'-'C.V
- {Haute-3avoie)

..uwple cerifies ca"'arr*-e a f'or iginal

est décerné &

au titre de l'arnde universitaire 1995-1999.

Claude OYTANA

TAAIQOS0T 340
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REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO
ETABLISSEMENT : LA/S7,. SUPERIELIR DES
TEH JENICALES DE [LINSHA A

Huus Président, Secrétoire eTMemhr

: M Mf uptmn j
Aﬂendu que J¢ (la) nommeé(e).

est porteur d'un diplime LR L2AAL..

et du des) certifical(s) de réussite deZ/€7 &L
Attendu qu'il/elle a réussi

les examens inscrits ou programme .
orientation :

.h'.runs tonfere ef conférons

le grude& éﬂ.@ﬂf f/lff

Enfoideq sl sem.érluéln_
elennegistrd sous e n® 7 aﬁ‘%ﬂ . folies G

Pour la Commission d"Ents f‘r '

Le} ‘;I stre de I'Enseignement L¢ Porteur,
Le Secrétaire W

PR rieur et Unlvmm.lre-.
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LES COURS SONOU! Tk(_) B(;”;'d (?;'G()\‘ef'n()j‘j‘ D,f' ,‘w‘d“l’bn.u 'mi;‘"_

LES COURS SONOU UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE-REPUBLIC OF BENIN

DCREE: NO 70-21217/CP/MEN OF 2IST AUGLIST 1970

MINSTERIAL AFFROVAL
N" |7/ MESRS I CAB/ DCI SGM | DI'FF DGESP
N DOJ/MESRS I CAR/ DCISGM [ DPP I DCESY
N OAS/MESRS/ CAB/DC/ SGMJ DIPI DGES/ DEFESISA
N 050/ MESRSICANDC! SGM | DEPI DGES| DEFES/SA
N” J26/MESRS! CADI DC/SGM/ DITTDGES/ DEPESISA

Certify That

Registered nnder Born on 1998 at LAGOS having lulfilled all
requirements of the University Institute and passed the preseribed examination. Under the authority of
the board of Governors he/she has been awarded the degree of

Bachelod of Seicnec

In

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
With

[ SECOND CLASS UPPER ]

Given at Benin Republic Cotonou, This 2nd Day of
November, 2018

resident

.

A
Viee Chancellor

2=

Does this
Indicate
recognition?
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TARE ~ PORTO N

REGISTRAR'S OFFICE
Student Mame:
Matriculation Number:
Entry Q= Jacumion: WAEC
Progi ym: Bachelor’s Degree in International Relations
Yearof ein= 2015
Date of Graduation: 2015
Sessbon: 2015 [ 2016
Yaar | - First S
Coursa Code Course Title Unit Letter Grade Unit Optained Average
POS 114 INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE 3 ] 4 2
S0C 101 INTRODUCTION TO S0CIOLOGY 3 B 4 12
FO5 112 [CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 3 C 3 8
FRN 001 BASIC FRENCH 3 c 3 9
PO5 115 (ORGANISATION OF GOVERNMENT z B 4 E
INR 101 THE NATURE OF INTERNATIONAL SOOIETY H B 4 B
GMS 101 INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSORHY 2 g 4 B
G 102 USES OF ENGLISH 2 A 5 10
GPA 3,875 20 T7S
Year | - Second Semester
Course Code |Course Tithe Unit Letter Grade Unit Optained Averape
FRN 002 BASIC FRENCH 1 c 3 [
CsC 112 INTRODUCTION TO COMPLUTER AMD SOCIETY 3 A 5 15
ECO 121 INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC 3 i @ 12
POS 111 INTRODUCTION TO POLTICAL SCIENCE 3 B 4 12
INR 114 FORENGN POLICY 3 c 4 12
ECD 171 ECONOMIC INTEGRATION IN AFRICA 3 8 a 12
INR 112 THECIRIES OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ] [ 4 &
HIS 103 |AMERICAN HISTORY 3 C 3 Ll
GPA 3,875 s 85,25
Year | - Summer
Course Code Course Title Unit | Letter Grade | Unit Average
HIS 103 EUROPEAM HISTORY F B 4 g
GMS 121 BASIC STUDY SKILL 2 B 4 8
GNS 122 (AN TECH AND ENVIRONMENT 2 A 5 i
GPA 4,333333333 [ 26
SESSION: 2016/2017  Year il - First Semester
‘Course Code Course Title Unit Letter Grade Uit ned Average
INR 111 THEQRIES AND TYPOLOGIES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIEATION 3 A 5 15
INR 112 POLITICAL THEDRIES AND IDEAS 3 B 4 12
INR 213 . |DIPLOMATIC HISTORY 3 A 5 15
INR 714 INTERNATIONAL AIDS AND DEVELOPMENT 3 B 4 12
INR 215 INTRODUCTION TO HUMARN RIGHT AMD HUBMANITARLAN LAW 3 B 4 12
INR 226 COMPARATIVE POLITCAL SYSTEMS 2 ] 4 8
FRM 002 FRENCH COMMUNICATION 1 3 [ 3 g
GPA 4,142857143 20 82,85714286
Year Il - Second Semester
Course Code Course Title Unit Letter Grade Unit ined Average |
INR 202 INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH METHODOLDGY 3 A -] 15
INR 221 (CONSTITUTIONALISM AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 3 = 3 ]
INR 233 DIFLOMATIC THEORIES AND PRACTICES 3 © 3 9
INR 224 (GLOBALISATION AN INTERMATIONAL POLITICS 3 B 4 12
INR 227 THEQRIS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 3 B 4 12
iR 228 THEQRIES AND PRACTICES OF ADMINISTRATION 3 5 3 3
ECO 222 [ECONOAIC INTEGRATION IN EUROPPE 2 © 5 10




Tips and Tricks

- First things first: if the school is private, make sure
that the individual program is accredited!
- Especially the case in Benin and Senegal

- Become familiar with the individual country’s
education ladder and how it compares with
France’s system.

- If necessary, check legislation from the
Government of France (When in doubt, trust
ONISEP!) and/or the government of the country of
origin.



https://www.onisep.fr/

Non-honors degrees from Australia,
New Zealand, and South Africa



Associate’s or Bachelor’s?

- Based on the National Qualifications Frameworks
(NQFs) of these countries, it seems that the levels
of these degrees prevents them from being
equivalent to an associate’s degree.

- Non-honors bachelor’s degrees are designed to
gain access to honors programs, which tend to be
only one year. Honors degrees can then grant
access to graduate education.
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Australian Qualifications Framework

MECLI Level 5

Summary Gradiatas at this leval Graduates at this level Graduates at this kel Graduates at this lavel Graduates at this level
wil have knowledge and will e knowlacge and will hava theoretical and will hawve theorstical and will e speciallsad
skills fior initial work, skills for work in a practical knowledge and practical knowledges and snowledge and skills for
community invelvement dafinad context andfar 2Killa for wark andor skl for spacialised skllledfparaprofessienal
anddor further lsarming further leaming further lzaming andior skilksd work work andfor further

andfar furthes learning learning

Qualification Type Cartificate | Cartificate 1l Cartificate il Cerbificate IV Diploma

- Level 7 Level 3 Level 9 Level 10

Summary Graduates al this kval Graduatss & this lsvel Graduales at this level Graduates at this lavel Gracustas at this level
will Feave brosd will have broad and will have acvanced will have spesialisad will have syatematic and
krowieogs and skills for consrent knowedge and knowledge and =kills for knowladge and skilke for cfitical undarstanding of
paraprofezsionalighly =kills for professional professional highly skiled | rezearch, andior 2 compilax field of
akilled work andior wions andfor further work andfor further professional practices lgarning and speciaized
further learning learming learning andfor further kearning ressarch skllls for the

acvancement of learming
angfor for professional
practica

Qualification Type Advanced Diploma Bachelor Degres Bachelor Honours Masizrs Dagree Decloral Degrae

Source: Nuffic

Assaciale Degras

Degres

Granuate and
Vocational Graduats
Gartiticata

Graduats and
Vecalisnal Graduate
Diploma
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New Zealand Qualifications Framework

Level descriptors and qualification types on the NZQF

LEVEL MAMING SEQUENCE
10 Doctoral Degree
g Master's Degrees

8 Postgraduate Diplomas and Certificates,
Bachelor Honours Degree
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South African Qualifications Framework

NQF
evel
' Doctor of Education
(360)
Master of Education
(thesis and/or Py Post Graduate Diploma in Education
course work) (120)
(240)
Bachelor of Education {Hanours)
(120)

5 " )

PGCE ~ Advanced Certificate .~——Bachelorof Education

(120) in Education (480)

ﬂ (120)

First Degrees H

(360 or 480)
5 Diploma in Education

(240)
Cerlificate in Education

4 FET

Certificates
3 —School leaving cerificates e e e
2 ! School leaving cedificates
1 GET

Certificates

Source: Government of South Africa (2000)
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South African Qualifications Framework

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

LEVEL SUB-FRAMEWORK AND QUALIFICATION TYPES
10 DOCTORAL DEGREE

DOCTORAL DEGREE (PROFESSIONAL)
o MASTER'S DEGREE

MASTER'S DEGREE [PROFESSIOMAL)

BACHELOR HOMOURS DEGREE
8 RADUATE DIP

HELOR'S DEGREE

7 BACHELOR'S DE

Al

DIPLOMA &)
[ ADVANCED CERTIFICATE DCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE (LEVEL 6)
5 HIGHER. CERTIFICATE DCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE (LEVEL 5)
4 NATIOMAL CERTIFICATE DCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE (LEVEL &)
3 INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE (LEVEL 3)
2 ELEMENTARY CERTIFICATE OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE (LEVEL 2)
1 DCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE (LEVEL 1)

*Qualification types beyond level 6 on the 00QSF have not been determined pending further advice.

Key to sub-frameworks

Higher Education Qualifieations  General and Further Education and |
Sub-Framewark * Training Qualifications Sub-Framework |

ceupational Qualifications Sub-Framewark

Source: Government of South Africa (2013)
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Detail
This Bachelor's Pass degree, taught in English, normally takes four and half (4.5) to five (5) years of
full-time study or the equivalent part-time study. Information about the Australian Qualifications

Framework and the AQF level of this award, admission requirements and course rules are available
online. Please refer to the links: http://www.uow.edu.au/student/graduation/ahegs and

http://coursefinder.uow.edu.aw/coursefinder/

The AQF has 10 levels, each with defined criteria based on a taxonomy of leaming outcomes. Higher
education qualifications are placed between level 5 (the Diploma) and level 10 {the Doctoral Degree).
The Bachelor Degree is at level 7.Each AQF qualification has a set of descriptors which define the

type and complexity of knowledge, skills and application of the knowledge and skills that a graduate
who has been awarded that qualification has attained, and the typical velume of leamning associated
with that qualification type. The full set of levels criteria and qualification type descriptors can be found

by visiting www.agf.edu.au.

Bachelor’s “Pass” degree at AQF level 7

*NOT equivalent to a US bachelor’s degree, despite
being 4.5-5 years in length.
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Associate’s or incomplete bachelor’s

. Tend to be equivalent to incomplete bachelor’s

- Not considered equivalent to associate’s degree

since they lead into honors degrees, which are a
minimum of one year

- In these countries, there exist Diplomas at a lower
NQF level that are more closely resemble US
associate’s programs.



Tips and Tricks

- Always pay attention to the honors or non-honors status!

- |f unsure, check a country’s national qualifications
framework website for more information

- Itis recommended to consider the NQF levels more so than
year counting.



I1l. Bonus Examples for Practice



Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) CXC Associate
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- Education system of Guyana (scholaro.com/db)

20 -

18 -

16 -

14 -

12 -

10 -

“ears of education

Primary

CXC
Mast
Caribbean =

(Caribbean Placement

Examination
Secondary R
Education (CAPE) Lzyrs

J-4vyrs

1-2yrs

2yrs




Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

- Credentials below the bachelor’s degree level awarded by
the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC)-unless issued by
a country’s MOE or a similar government organization

- Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE) =
General Certificate of Education — Advanced Levels (A-
levels)

- CXCissues the Associate’s degree, indicating completion of
two years of postsecondary ed following the CAPE.

- Total postsecondary years: 3 (1 + 2).

* Or, if strict year-counting, it’s two years of CAPE and two years of
the associate’s—4 years.



O scholaro

CXC Associate Degrees

OVERVIEW ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS ARTICULATION AGREEMENT GRADE POINT 3YSTEM

HANDEOOKS

The Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) is awarding Associate Degrees based on performance at Grades | to V in clusters of ten Units for the Caribbean

Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE). The clusters provide coherent programs of study, typically of two years’ duration. Candidates, however, have up to
five years to complete certification in the Units required to earn the Assocciate Degree

In ALL programs Caribbean Studies and Communication Studies are compulsory Units



https://www.cxc.org/examinations/cxc-associate-degrees/
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Associate’s or Incomplete Bachelor’s?

- Regardless of total postsecondary years
completed, a CXC associate’s program would only
grant access to upper division coursework in a
bachelor’s degree program at universities in the

CARICOM region.

- A common field for this program is General
Studies, which exists in the US as well

. Most fields offered for the CXC associates are also
offered in the US.



Tecnico and Tecnologo programs in
Latin American countries
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Brazil

Republica Federativa do Brasil
Universidade Estadual Paulista

“Julio de Mesquita Filho”

Centro Estadual de Educacio Tecnolégica “Paula Souza”

Faculdade de Tecnologia de Sdo Paulo
Eu Prof. Dr. José Carlos Souza Trindade, Reitor
da Universidade Estadual Paulista “Julio de Mesquita Filho", no uso de minhas
atribui¢des e tendo em vista a conclusdo do Curso Superior de

Tecnologia em Automacgdo de Escritorios e Secretariado em
30 de junho de 1999, confiro o Grau de TECNOLOGO a

cédula de identidade RG n° natural do Estado de Sdo Paulo,
nascida a , de nacionalidade brasileira e outorgo-lhe o presente
Diploma a fim de que possa gozar de todos os direitos e prerrogativas legais.

Reitoria da Universidade Estadual Paulista “Jilio de Mesquita Filho”, em 16 de maio de 2001 .

Pyal?’.(quﬁ Antanio Monteirvo

Diretor Superintendente do CEEJEPS
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Federative Republic of Brazil

Sao Paulo State University

“Julio de Mesquita Filho™

State Center of Technological Education “Paula Souza”
Sao Paulo Technology School

I, Prof. Dr. José Carlos Souza Trindade, Dean of the Séo Paulo Stafe University
“Julio de Mesquita Fitho", in exercise of my powers and upon the complefion of the
Higher Education Course of Technology in in Office Automation and Secretariat
on June 30, 1999, confer the degree of BACHELOR OF TECHNOLGY upon

bearer of the Identity Card RG No. bomn in the State of Sdo
Paulo on of Brazilian nationality, and grant her this Diploma so
that she may enjoy all the legal rights and privileges therefo pertaining,

Dean’s Office of the S8o Paulo Stale Universily “Jilio de Masquita Filho®, on May 16, 2001.

(ilegibie signature] [iegible signature]
Prof. Dr. José Carlos Souza Trindade Prof. Marcos Anfonio Monieiro
Daan CEETEPS Superinfendent Direclor
[legible signature] [egible signature]
Proll Dr. Dirceu D'Allomin Telles Graduale
Principal

[Overleaf]

Tecnologo = Bachelor’s Degree?
H OW ? ! ? Answer: mistranslation
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Ukrainian Junior Specialist/Bachelor

- Based on the Soviet Union professional secondary diploma.

- Awarded by technical schools/colleges
(teknikum/uchilishte).

- Served as a replacement to the Diploma of Professional
Secondary Education.

- Last Junior Specialist was awarded in 2016, following the
discontinuation of this credential in Ukraine.
» Schools are now beginning to issue the Junior Bachelor diploma.

- Junior Specialist programs grant access to upper division in
a bachelor or specialist degree program.

- Most programs are 2 years, but 3-year programs do exist
despite their rarity.



Vatican Baccalaureatus & Licentia

- Baccalaureatus in Diritto Canonico, Baccalaureatus in
Filosofia, Baccalaureatus in Scienze Religiose are all three
years.

« Typically, equivalent to three years of undergraduate coursework,
comparable to a bachelor’s degree

- Baccalaureatus in Teologia is five years.

» Typically, equivalent to a US bachelor’s degree

- Licentia is actually the second-cycle (master’s level)
degree...

- ..while the Magistero is a four-year degree, considered
equivalent to a US bachelor’s degree.
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Denmark

1. INFORMATION IDENTIFYING THE HOLDER OF THE QUALIFICATION

DIPLOMA SUPPLEMENT
Diploma Degree in Leadership

T Gipima Suppiement medel was dnvaicpad by the Eumpan Commission, Councl of Furnpe and UNESCOICERES. The purpese | S
ntemational

=f i supglement & in provide sulficent incependast dabi £ mpFowe the ‘trmnsparancy’ aed far acidemic
Imnn 5 | rB0EQNIDON of qualfications (dipomam, degmeas, -u‘mm!? JtBDHunHIWnW wdﬂ*rdum
coftean, COMENT 300 Spten of i shudies that wers pursued s swccessfully completed by e ecretdul bvnad o the
arigined qualdicasan 10 wsich this supplemart Is sopendad, IE shoubd b frae from 2ny walse ROGEEsts, e lance sttaments o
meggtiond bl FECHHINN. Tnfoematoe. In ol sgh snctor sheuld s el WhEre IfGrEacen W Rt provded, as
sz sheuld ghee e e =

i1, Femidy name{s): Jessice

1.2, Gven namegs): Lesner

1.3, Dade of birth: £3.02. 1983

1.4, Civil registration number: §R0283-2404

2. INFORMATION IDENTIFYING THE QUALTFICATION

5. INFORMATION ON THE FUNCTION OF THE QUALIFICATION

5.1. Access to further study: A completed Diploma degree in Leadership (NQF/EQF Lavel &) referring to First Cycle in
the Bolegna QF gives access to the Master Degree Programmes (NQF/EQF Level 7) within the field of the
programme referring to a Second Cydle in the Bologna QF in Denmark and abroad. Admission is subject to
individual evaluation of qualifications.

5.2. Professional status: The programme qualifies current and future laaders’ personal and professional
competencies to independently carry out functions within the fields of leadership and organization in private as
well as pubiic companies and institutions and to develop own practice. The graduate will be abie to evaluate,
reflect and apply the elements included in the management process from the strategic to the operational level.
Furthermore, the programme qualifies the graduate to participate independently in interdisciplinary and

intersectoral cooperation in & company.

2.1, Hame of qualfication and titla canferred (v Danisih); Diplomuidareke { Ladaise
Mame of quasficetion and 1R conferred (in Sngiish): Diplora of Laddership

2.2. Main fickds of study; Lesdarsnip, Commaveaticn, Strategy, Leaming awd Organization

2.3, Hame and status of swarding institution: Coponhagen Business Acadamy @4 siata-moognised and state-funded |

pubi institution offérng i dergradiats, roessons’ busimess and IT sty pregrammes accanding & the
Ministry of Higher Education and Siance Act No. S50 of D8.09. 2005 + smandrmertd
The prograwmme was scorechted Novamier 2008 by the Dansh Evaluaticr fnstitute (ACE Denmark),

2.4, Mame and stztus of insbtuton admenigtering the studies: As above

2.5, Languageds) of rstruchonjexamination: Canis’

3. INFORMATION ON THE LEVEL OF THE QUALIFICATION

3.1, Lavel of quaiification: Giploma Degree at NGF/EQE Level & referring &5 Rirst Gyl in e Bologmae QF. Thae
Diploma Degree is an AdullyCantiniihg Mgher saucatan degree Grogramme

3.2. official length of programme: 60 ECTS equeaiant ta £ peav of il fime sfudy

3.3, Access nequirements: Relevaiad eckacation ar Iasst ar the kevel of shont cpoe ivphar aducalian o comparacis
foNowed By miavnuT 2 pedrs” ravevant work experence.

OPEN EDUCATION SECTOR: MEDMUM-CYCLE P '
n Liplomuddannetza (Lipioma program); awardad atter studies &t ProtassInna! sees —
Bachelor level; requires credential D, E, F, G or m and a1 least two years™ = o
prafessional expenence far admissions, comparabile 16 credenlial Q or k oy of g et =2
= fEm

Bacheloradrad or Bachelorgraden (Bachelor aof ArtsfBachelor of Science) =

4. INFORMATION ON THE CONTENTS AND RESULTS GAINED

&.1. Mode of study: part-himee study Arogramime, spulvaiast o &0 ECTS fanling dalvery seaiabie)
4,2, Frogramme requrements: The graduare & able fo:

+  Havdle complex and' -crinatated in contast
+  particpats fy in professional and ¥ cocperstion teavership
iy B fra af g

&3, Programme debals and indvidual grades/marks/credns obtsred; The Leadersio Frogramme compies with the |

Curmcuiim for Bptems Degree of Leadership of 1 fanuary 2073 accocding o the Eeective Order Vo, 6l of
02,07 2012 on Diploma Dagres Frogrammeas of the Damsh Miwstry of Higher Education and Scierce.
The programme combises Heory and practios. The teaching methods alfemate betwesn theorelical fuiian,
fectures, exercides, cases and projects couple with kdivilal katonng.

1815 o camputsary elemants (IO ECTS), slecths modules (15 BCTS) and & Flaal

rapresants thrae vears of universfy studes; raguiras cradantial D, E, F, 0 G for v commmon s

Admis=ians; equivalent to 180 ECTS credits. This credential represants the first

bavel of tha new Bologna-compliant degreaa struchera

Source: NAFSA

I: Alease mefer (o the atteched Infermatian on bhe

ish quakfications,
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AICE Credential Forum consensus:
equivalent to a bachelor’s degree
because of the year counting
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Questions?
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The End

Brock Goldflies
brockg@scholaro.com




Recap

- Associate’s degree is not considered a benchmark
credential in the US.

- Three-year postsecondary programs should be
evaluated based on their entry criteria and what
the final credential grants them access to.

. The equivalency of an associate’s is only provided
when there is a US-equivalent program.



Sources

Scholaro Database
NAFSA

AICE

AACRAO EDGE
WES WENR

WHED

TAICEP

ECE

ICAS

Nuffic
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Appendix

- Alberta international education guides (IQAS)
- ONISEP

« Nuffic Education Systems

- The ECE Connection

- WHED

- TAICEP’s At Your Desk Series

- ENIC-NARIC’s Country Pages

- Australian Qualifications Framework

« New Zealand Qualifications Framework

« South African Qualifications Framework
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https://www.alberta.ca/iqas-education-guides.aspx
https://www.onisep.fr/
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/diploma/education-systems
https://theconnection.ece.org/
https://www.whed.net/home.php
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/resources/taicep-at-your-desk-series/
https://www.enic-naric.net/page-countries-of-the-networks
https://www.aqf.edu.au/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/understanding-nzqf/
https://www.saqa.org.za/faq/what-national-qualifications-framework-nqf?language_content_entity=en
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