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INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER CREDIT 
EVALUATION

Structured Evaluation Approach

The process supports academic staff in assessing international coursework for U.S. 

credit and degree applicability with consistency.

Key Decision Criteria

Evaluation includes level of study, institutional recognition, credit conversion, grading, 

and documentation standards, while aligning with institutional goals.

Comparative Institutional Policies

The presentation compares U.S. research universities' policies, highlighting common 

standards and differences.

Goal of Integrity and Transparency

The aim is to ensure transparent, consistent, and academically sound international 

credit evaluations.



DETERMINING THE 
LEVEL OF COURSEWORK



ASSESSING ACADEMIC LEVEL AND 
APPLICABILITY

Distinguishing Coursework Levels

Evaluators determine if coursework is secondary or post-secondary, vital for transfer 

eligibility.

Lower vs. Upper Division

Policies define accepted coursework types, credit limits, subject restrictions, ensuring 

fair evaluations.

Undergraduate vs Graduate Coursework

Graduate coursework demands higher transfer thresholds and may face stricter 

institutional limits.

Academic versus Vocational Coursework

Academic coursework is theory-based and transferable; vocational training is often 

excluded unless aligned.



EDUCATION LADDERS
NORWAY VS UNITED STATES

13 vs 12-year secondary

3 vs 4-year first UG degree



What country are the documents from?

What is the credential/program? What level?

What credential allows access to this 

credential/program? What does this credential allow 

access to?

What is the awarding body/issuing institution? Is it 

recognized and y who? What resources did you use 

to determine this?

Is the format of the document/s acceptable?

How long is the duration of the program? What is the 

period of study? Is the program complete?

Is complete, what credential was awarded?

If not complete, how many indigenous credits have 

been awarded? What does this equate to in the U..S 

and how did you determine this?

What is the overall grade average?

Considering the above, what level of program at your 

institution would this applicant be able to access?



• United Kingdom

• GCE Advanced Level

• GCSE (Year 11 Secondary School Completion) / University 

degree programs

• Pearson (https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-

organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

•  Format matches

• Two years (Thirteen years total)

• …

• AACRAO EDGE Recommendation: “Each GCE A-Level 

subject passed represents completion of the introductory 

sequence of that subject in the United States. Credit may 

be awarded for academic subjects on a course-by-course 

basis.”

https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.uk/find-regulated-awarding-organisation?utm_source=chatgpt.com


RECOGNITION STATUS 
OF THE INSTITUTION



VERIFYING INSTITUTIONAL 
LEGITIMACY AND RECOGNITION

Institutional Recognition Importance

Recognition by a national or regional authority is essential to confirm legitimate 

institutional operation abroad.

Use of Reputable Sources

Evaluators should rely on trusted government and international education databases to 

verify institutional legitimacy.

Program-Level Recognition

Some institutions are recognized overall, but specific professional programs may lack 

national accreditation.

Risks of Inadequate Verification

Failing to verify recognition risks accepting credits from diploma mills or unregulated 

providers.



ACCREDITATION AND RECOGNITION

In the USA, see CHEA (www.chea.org)

In other countries: “Recognition”

• Is a function of government

• Federal/national

• State/province/canton

• Mixed

• Is regulated by law

• Is a license to ward academic credentials

Example: Jordan – Ministry of Education vs. Ministry of Higher Education

MOE Resource from www.taicep.org 

http://www.chea.org/
http://www.taicep.org/


CREDIT CONVERSION 
CONSIDERATIONS



EVALUATING CREDIT 
SYSTEMS AND 
WORKLOAD EQUIVALENCY

Global Credit Conversion Variability

International credit systems vary widely, requiring different 

conversion methods to approximate U.S. semester credits 

accurately.

Workload Equivalency Principle

Evaluators should apply workload equivalency, considering 

comparable academic efforts rather than mechanical 

credit conversions.

Institutional Credit Policies

Clear institutional policies on fractional credit handling 

ensure fairness and prevent confusion for students.



Converting to US credits
∙ Which country?
∙ How many years of study?
∙ What do you want? (US semester credits)
∙ What do you want? (non-US credits)
∙ What is your multiplier?



THE ROLE OF GRADES IN 
TRANSFER DECISIONS



MINIMUM GRADES 
AND PASS/FAIL 
COURSEWORK

Minimum Transferable Grades

Institutions usually require a minimum grade like C or D 

for coursework to be eligible for transfer credit.

Interpreting International Grading

Evaluators must understand grading scales from different 

countries to determine equivalency accurately.

Pass/Fail Coursework Complexity

Pass/fail grades require institutions to assess if a “pass” 

meets transfer standards and may need extra 

documentation.

Policy Consistency

Clear policies on grading equivalencies ensure fair, 

consistent evaluation and uphold academic standards.



GRADE 
CONVERSION

1. What country are you in? 

2. Level of study

3. Lowest Pass (= C or D)

4. Highest Possible (=A or A+)

5. Distribute the middle

1. +/- grades

2. AB/BC/CD grades

https://www.scholaro.com/db/Countries 

https://www.scholaro.com/db/Countries


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
AND SYLLABI



DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS 
AND EVALUATION CAUTIONS

Importance of Accurate Documentation

Accurate course descriptions and syllabi are critical for effective transfer credit 

evaluation and academic alignment.

Applicant Responsibility

Applicants should provide official or semi-official documentation from the sending 

institution to support evaluation.

Evaluation Cautions

Evaluators must be cautious of tailored or unofficial documents that may overstate 

course rigor or alignment.

Guidelines and Integrity

Clear guidelines help manage expectations and protect the integrity of the transfer 

credit evaluation process.



COMPARATIVE POLICY 
ANALYSIS



KEY SIMILARITIES ACROSS MAJOR 
U.S. INSTITUTIONS

Recognition and Accreditation

All institutions require overseas schools to be officially recognized or accredited in 

their home countries to ensure academic standards.

Individual Course Evaluation

International coursework is assessed on a course-by-course basis, highlighting 

thorough and individualized academic reviews.

Transcript Requirements

Official transcripts and English translations are mandatory when documents are in 

other languages, ensuring transparency and clarity.

Departmental Credit Decisions

Academic departments determine how transfer credits apply to major or degree 

requirements, maintaining departmental autonomy.



KEY DIFFERENCES IN POLICY AND 
PRACTICE

Minimum Grade Requirements

Grade standards vary with some universities requiring C− for credit and others 

accepting a D for electives but C− for majors.

Credit Evaluation Variations

Institutions differ in credit evaluation; some exclude ESL or vocational courses, others 

allow elective credit without equivalents.

Residency Credit Requirements

Residency credits required differ, with one university requiring about 45 credits and 

another at least 32 credits in residence.

Faculty Approval for Transfer Credits

All institutions require departmental approval for transfer credits to satisfy degree 

requirements, highlighting faculty governance.



CREDENTIAL 
EVALUATION SERVICES



TIPS ON USING EXTERNAL 
CREDENTIAL EVALUATION REPORTS

• Is the organization reputable?

• Is the report based on official documents to be cross-referenced in your office?

• Does the report provide information on the academic level, admission requirement, 

further educational pathways, credit system, grade conversion scale, institutional 

recognition, and equivalency recommendation?

• Remain flexible – use evaluation reports as tools.

• Rounding matters – your judgment can override evaluation reports.



SCHOLARO 
COURSE MATCH





THANK YOU Aleks Morawski

Morawski@scholaro.com
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