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Introductions



Outline
• US and emerging 3-year degree discussions

• UK, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa

• India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal

• Mexico and Dominican Republic 

• Brazil

• Israel



“My admissions office accepts [BLANK] 3-year 
degrees for graduate admissions.”

1) ANY
2) SOME

3) NO

Discussion Question 1:



US
From Inside Higher Ed: A New Push to Create a 3-Year Degree Option 
(soft-ish paywall)

 Exploring three-year degrees as an option for cost-
effectiveness. 

From Business Insider: Gen Z is the New Threat to the American College 
Experience (paywall)

 Could reducing the total years of study increase the Gen Z 
enrollment numbers? 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/11/09/colleges-explore-new-three-year-bachelor%E2%80%99s-degree-program?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=09c6099bc5-DNU_2021_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-09c6099bc5-234720885&mc_cid=09c6099bc5&mc_eid=593b9c870e
https://www.businessinsider.com/gen-z-value-of-college-higher-education-student-debt-tuition-2023-12
https://www.businessinsider.com/gen-z-value-of-college-higher-education-student-debt-tuition-2023-12


US
• Reducing credit load from 120 to 90 credits (for 

most fields).

• Refining the curriculum by reducing certain 
requirements and enhancing the focus on what is 
required for the degree.



“At which percentage of commonality would 
your office accept 3-year US bachelor’s 

degrees equally as much as 4-year degrees?”

1) <=25%
2) ~50%

3) >=75%

Discussion Question 2:



UK
• Typically requires completion of at least 3 Advanced 

Level (A-level) exams.

• Can be 4 years if students enroll without A-levels, but 
this is not as common.

• Three years, typically situated at UK NQF Level 6.

• Grants access to masters/postgraduate/Level 7 
programs.



Australia, New Zealand, South Africa
• Each country follows their own respective NQF systems. 

 And, within each NQF, there are individual levels for 
“ordinary” bachelor’s degrees and “honors” bachelor’s 
degrees.

• Ordinary bachelor’s degrees, unlike their honors counterparts, 
seldomly grant access to master’s programs.  
 However, in Australia, there appears to be an emergence of 

selective master’s programs that allow the ordinary 
bachelor’s degree for admission.

• Majority of ordinary degrees are 3 years.

• In South Africa, there are ordinary degrees that are 4 years. 
These are mainly in education. 



“My office does not care about NQF levels—we 
only care about years.”

1) TRUE
2) FALSE

Discussion Question 3:



“My office would accept a 4-year ‘ordinary’ 
bachelor’s degree for admission.”

1) TRUE
2) FALSE

Discussion Question 4:



India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal
• India has both 3-year BA/BSc/BCom/BBA/BCA degrees and 4-year 

B.Tech., B.E., and honors degrees—they all grant access to master’s 
programs.
 And there’s 3-year post-bachelor’s degrees like the LLB! 

• Pakistan used to operate 2-year bachelor (pass) degrees along with 
3-year honors programs. Most universities are now offering 4-year 
programs.

• Bangladesh followed a similar path as Pakistan, phasing out their 
pass degrees at a later point. 

• Both pass and honors degrees would grant access to master’s 
programs, and those master’s degrees could grant access to 16-
year admission requirement master’s programs.

• Nepal also had a 2-year bachelor’s degree but phased theirs out in 
1997.



“In my office, a 1- to 2-year master’s degree 
following a 3-year bachelor’s degree is 

considered equivalent to a bachelor’s degree 
ONLY.”

1) TRUE
2) FALSE

Discussion Question 5:



Mexico and Dominican Republic

• Licentiate (Licenciado/a) programs are 4 to 6 years, 
depending on the field of study.

• Some schools in each country operate according to 
“quartermesters” (cuatremesteres).

• Students will complete back-to-back four-month terms, in 
just three years time.

• Schools in the Dominican Republic will have established 
credit totals for their programs. 3- and 4-year programs will 
sometimes have similar totals.



Dominican Republic Case:

*155 credits



Brazil
• Bachelor’s (Bacharel) degrees are usually 4 to 6 years.

• Some fields, such as Civil Aviation, tend to only have 3-year 
options at universities that are authorized to offer this major.

• There are other programs that can have seven semesters (3.5 
years)

• e-MEC will have information on most programs, including 
length.

https://emec.mec.gov.br/emec/nova


Brazil



Israel
• There are 3-year and 4-year degrees. 

• The secondary maturity exam (Bagrut) does not 
grant any advanced standing for entry into 3-
year programs.

• 3-year degrees are considered equally viable for 
graduate admissions, despite a shorter credit load. 



“How does your office determine if a 3-year 
program is ‘equivalent’ or ‘comparable to’ a 

full US bachelor’s degree?”

Discussion Question 6:



“Hypothetical: if the US were to adopt a 3-year 
bachelor’s degree as a universal standard, do 
you think your office will accept 3-year non-

bachelor’s degree diplomas for graduate 
admissions?”

Bonus Question:



Questions (for me)?



Thank you!
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