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Agenda

• Intro to Top-Up, Upgrading, and Post-Basic Programs

• Case Studies

o China: Zhuanke to Benke

o West Africa: HND to Bachelor

o Russia: Ucilische to Specialist (???)

o Nursing: Diploma to Post Basic B.Sc.

• Evaluation Checklist

• Q+A



Top-Up Programs

• A British term, referring to pre-determined degree pathway for holders of  
specific short-cycle qualifications

• Concept also in other countries, inc. Upgrading & Post-Basic programs

• Tend to be in applied subject areas

• Benefits

o Affordability

o Flexibility

o Accessibility, bridge from TVET to academic

• Holders have same status & rights as those of  the traditional counterpart



China: Zhuanke to Benke Upgrading Programs

Terminology

Zhuanke            专科
- 2 -3 years, short cycle

Benke       本科
- 4 years, long cycle

Zhuanke to Benke upgrading
专升本
专科起点本科
独立本科段



Graduation Certificate
Zhuanke            专科
2 -3 years, short cycle



Zhuanke to Benke upgrading
专科起点本科Graduation Certificate



Bachelor’s Degree Certificate 
学士学位证书







Russia: Junior Specialist to Bakalavr/Specialist

Russia, Qualification of 
Economist

Long cycle first university 
degree

Minimum admission 
requirement Complete 
general secondary education, 
11 years (age 17)

Standard program Length: 5 
years



Applicant age at admission: 
1994-1976 = 18 years

Duration of Study: 1994-1998 = 4 years

Previous educational certificate: Diploma of Saint-
Petersburg Technicum of Public Catering, issued in
1994

Present institution: Saint-Petersburg Technological 
Institute of Service 





NCC Level 7 Diploma in Business 
Management (any 6 modules, 120 cr)

• Corporate Finance & Decision 
Making

• Digital Marketing & 
Communications

• Entrepreneurship & Innovation
• Leadership, People & Change
• Information Systems & Knowledge 

Management
• International Marketing Strategy
• Project Management
• Strategic Management

Top-Up MBA at Cardiff  
Metropolitan University (60 cr)

• Research Methods 
 (8 weeks, 20 cr)

• Dissertation
(8k-10k words, 40 cr)

Top-Up MBA in the UK!



Post Basic Nursing Education

• Can refer to different types of  credentials

• Post Basic Diploma in Cardiothoracic Nursing

• Post Basic Bachelor of  Science in Nursing

• Term for (additional) education & training for fully qualified nurses

• Purposes

o Train nurses in an area not included in initial education

o Keep nurses up-to-date

o Prepare nurses for senior positions

o Serve as conversion program when minimum qualification in the field 
has upgraded



Post Basic Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing

• Most Common Pathway:

o 3-year Diploma in Nursing + 2-year Post Basic B.Sc.

o India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal (with variations)

• Examples of  Credential Name / References

o Post Basic B. Sc. in Nursing

o B.Sc. in Nursing (Post Basic)

o PB BSc

o PBBN

o Post RN BSN

not to be confused with Post-Degree Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Canada)



Common Subjects in Diploma and 
B.Sc. in Nursing

• Fundamentals of  Nursing
• Microbiology
• Anatomy and Physiology
• English
• Nutrition
• Medical Surgical/Adult Nursing
• Community Health Nursing
• Pediatric Nursing
• Psychiatric/Mental Health 

Nursing
• Islamiat
• Pakistan Studies

Subjects in B.Sc. in Nursing 
NOT Found in Diploma

• Health Assessment
• Pharmacology
• Computer Skills
• Biostatistics
• Epidemiology
• Teaching/Learning
• Culture, Health, Society
• Intro to Nursing Theories
• Nursing Research
• Leadership & Management
• Pathophysiology

Subjects in Post Basic B.Sc.

• Health Assessment
• Pharmacology
• Computer Skills
• Biostatistics
• Epidemiology
• Teaching/Learning
• Culture, Health, Society
• Intro to Nursing Theories
• Nursing Research
• Leadership & Management
• Advanced Concepts I, II, III 

(Adult Nursing, Mental 
Health, Community Health 
Nursing)

Diploma vs. B.Sc. vs. Post Basic B.Sc. in Nursing in Pakistan



Checklist

• Look at the original credential
• Admission requirement
• Standard program duration
• Clues in nomenclature

• Look at the applicant’s admission credential
• Duration on ladder
• Type of institution
• Status on qualification framework if available

• Back to the original
• Evidence of transfer credit or advanced standing?
• Clues in nomenclature
• Years, credits, modules, terms?
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